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to receive the very least of them." Eleven o'clock: "I have
passed a most delightful evening at home reading the
Word of God. My Heavenly Father has indeed been with
me whilst reading the sacred volume, for my soul is as a giant
refreshed with wine. . . ." This same entry contains prayers
for the unconverted members of his father's household and
for friends, that, "by the effectual application of the Holy
Spirit", their minds may be prepared "to receive with
meekness Thy Word".
Saturday, October i8th, was again a time of rapture.
g.o a.m.: "This day I awoke with a most lively feeling of
God's presence with me. May this continue throughout
the day, for Jesus5 sake. In consequence of getting up earlier,
I had more time to spend in sweet communion with the
Lord ... it gave me a great feeling of calmness and con-
tentment." A 3 p.m. entry returns to the forthcoming
ceremony: ". .. asked the Lord to bless the ceremony of
Baptism, which I am to undergo to-morrow, in token of
my willingness to bury the old body of my sins in niy
Saviour's grave, and rise therefrom in newness of life."
Fervent petitions follow to the end that God give him
"courage to declare before all worlds" his resolution "of
putting on Christ"; that he be made more ready to do God's
will; that grace be granted him to declare to his father his
determination of being baptized; and that the Almighty
would so "soften" his father's heart, "that he may not
merely give his consent, but accompany me to Thy house
when the Baptism is being accomplished." An 8 p.m. note
says that his "dear brother George" and he had just taken
his "grave clothes" to the Baptist Chapel. All was now in
order for his Baptismal day.
Sunday, October igth, 1862, was, in Barnardo's spiritual
experience, a red-letter day. Many diary pages are given
up to its events. Rising early, instead of choosing one text
he chose three, the first being: "Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them $lso which shall believe on Me through